I hate to say it but I think we've been handed a big 'ole dose of reality.  After a glorious week with way above average temperatures and lots of good walleye fishing, we've been rudely reminded of the fact that it is still winter.  Drats - I was hoping Mother Nature had taken a long vacation and had forgotten to wake up Father Winter but I don't believe that's the case.  However, we still have some diehard fishermen that are braving the elements to try their luck at walleye fishing below the Norway Dam.  All it takes is for some guys is to hear that the walleye are biting, no matter what the weather.


This past weekend, the early morning air temperatures where in the low to mid teens at best but there were still guys fishing below the Norway Dam.  When they could no longer feel their fingers or toes, they'd wander up to the store to spend a few moments trying to get warm and replenishing their tackle boxes. While the deer hair jigs are still the primary bait of choice, especially the "gray ghost", there are other baits that can be just as effective when fishing for walleye.


Walleye are very fond of several types of baits and in addition to the deer hair jigs, area fishermen like to use twister tails on a lead head of some type.  Some of the best colors include chartreuse in various shades, yellow, white and even orange.  All of these plastics are usually available with silver flake embedded throughout the body and tail as well.  Lead head colors are manufactured in these same colors and more.  Sizes normally used in this area vary from 1/32 oz. to 1/8 oz., depending on the depth of water fished and the current flow.


As mentioned in a previous article, it's a really good idea to have several baits in your possession, as the rocks below the dam have a tendency to snag onto your jigs, especially if you are adding split shot to the line to get the bait closer to the river bottom.  The next thing you know, you have no jig.  As a matter of  fact, John is fond of telling customers that he's trained those rocks at the dam to do just that....steal your jigs!  And if you believe that, you'll believe anything!


Another very important factor to consider when fishing below the dam this time of year is line weight and line visibility.  Walleye can be very finicky, striking the jig ever so gently and lightly.  This type of strike can be difficult to detect so the lighter the line weight, the better your chances are of getting a walleye hooked successfully.  Many of the fishermen are using either clear line or green line which is very low in visibility and the desired line weight seems to vary from 4 pound to 8 pound test line.  However, I would definitely recommend spooling up with four or six pound test line and try to use a line that is castable and has low memory.  Not all monofilament lines are created equal so be sure you look for these features in your line choice. 


Of course it goes without saying that a spinning rod and reel combination is also the best type of outfit to use when fishing for walleye below the dam.  A spinning reel is much more suitable for the angler to cast lighter weight jig set-ups while getting the necessary distance.  Spinning reels also allow for better  accuracy because anglers can use a variety of casting styles.  Be sure to select a light action rod and pair it up with a spinning reel that is rated for 4 to 8 pound test line.  There are many manufacturers from which to chose the rod and reel and pricing will vary, depending on the quality of the rod and reel.


In looking at the ten day weather forecast, it seems that the air temperatures will be moderating slightly.  This will make for perfect conditions for walleye fishing and soon the hybrids and silvers (white bass) will be getting hungry and need to eat.  They too like the same type of jig set-up in the springtime of the year as the walleye so it won't be long before you'll be casting AND catching walleye, the hybrid white bass or the silvers.  It's nice to be able to use the same type of bait for a variety of species and that's definitely not the case on all bodies of water.  And one thing's for sure, we are half way through February which means we are getting closer to spring.  I, for one, am looking forward to springtime fishing and getting back on the water.














