Since the end of April, this area has experienced frequent, heavy rains which I "affectionately" or not so affectionately refer to as the monsoon rains.  It seems that we can't get just a nice soaking rain anymore - meaning a rain shower that moves in, rains steadily for 10-15 minutes and moves on out of the area.  Instead, Mother Nature has to make sure we get enough rain to fill a 3 to 4 inch rain gauge!  When this happens, it's sure to change the river levels drastically and very quickly while making the water color resemble that of chocolate milk.   Additionally, the current becomes so swift that it can make fishing in the river somewhat of a challenge.  However, there is a silver lining to this otherwise gray cloud  - while it may seem that it's impossible to fish in these types of conditions, it's actually a great time to fish for catfish.  Catfish seem to be less affected by constant changing water levels and clarity, thus being the most consistent specie to fish for when we are in the middle of the monsoon season in Indiana!





Besides consistency, this is also the time of year when catfish are searching for a place to spawn, which means they are also very hungry. They will be incredibly active and in search of food.  But ask 10 different catfish anglers what their favorite bait is and you will probably get 10 different answers.  Everyone has their own belief on what works the best but the most widely used baits for catfishing in our area consist of nightcrawlers, large minnows, chicken liver, shad guts and prepared stink baits. Now that doesn't mean you can't occasionally catch a catfish on something other than the more preferred baits.  Catfish can be enticed to bite on a  bee-moth, a cricket or even an artificial bait of some sort such as a jig. As I always say, "Never say never."





When the catfish are on the prowl, they have a hard time resisting most types of baits but shad guts and a good prepared stink bait rank high on the list of goodies for the catfish  pallet.   Shad guts are just what the name implies but it is perhaps some of the stinkiest bait an angler can use. Shad guts are a favorite of the old timers but are getting increasingly hard to get.  As far as the prepared stink bait goes, there are lots of different varities available but perhaps one of the best is Sonny's Super Sticky Channel Cat Bait.  I'm not really sure what makes it so good - that's Sonny's secret!  However, it's one of the few prepared stink baits that needs no introduction to the avid catfisherman.  It's a proven fish catcher and can be used anywhere there's catfish.  





John's always very informative when it comes to instructing someone on how to use Sonny's and the conversation usually goes something like this -  "Be sure to use a spoon or stick to get the bait into the tube or on the dip worm cuz you sure don't want to get it on your fingers.  If you do, your sandwich won't taste the same for a week!"  Now that's a very accurate way to describe part of the reason for Sonny's effectiveness don't you think?





So, as the saying goes "When Mother Nature hands us lemons, make lemonade."  In other words, look for the positive in the conditions she has provided when it comes to fishing our area waters.  There's always something to fish for and our area lakes and rivers have a great population of catfish.  Give some of the baits mentioned in this article a try and see if you don't get a catfish to stretch your line just a bit!
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