A while back I did an article on the fishing follies that can occur when you are the partner in a tournament situation.  If you've hunted for any amount of time, you are certain to experience a time or two or three when things can and do go wrong.  In the hunting world, it seems to be much more apparent when hunting with a muzzleloader because you only have one shot opportunity and that's when Murphy's Law is sure to raise it's ugly head.  Anything that can go wrong will most certainly go wrong and we affectionately call these "muzzleloader malfunctions."


Hunting with muzzleloaders is a very unique sport because of all the things that have to work together at all the same time to create a successful shot.  There is a lot of room for error and the last thing you want to do is touch off the trigger only to find that the gun didn't fire.  What the heck??  Yep, it happens and fortunately for me, I can't ever recall having been in that situation - yet. I say yet because I know that no one is exempt from the "muzzleloader malfunctions."


Throughout our years of owning our shop, we've watched muzzleloader hunting evolve from the old style cap and ball, sidelock muzzleloader to the newer modern in-line style that has really been simplified in loading, firing and cleaning, at least in my opinion.  However, it still takes the right combination of powder, a bullet and a primer to ignite properly and the lack of any one of these components results in, well.....shooter malfunction.  So how can this possibly happen you ask?  Very easily........


Lets just say the night before you cleaned your pride and joy muzzleloader and you thought you had all of moisture residue wiped clean from the inside and outside of the muzzleloader barrel.  That was the wrong thought because you left behind just a small bit of moisture and/or oil that is sure to make contact with the powder loaded into the barrel for the next morning's hunt.  So what happens next is a given - the muzzleloader is more than likely not going to fire.  But I don't know which is worse - getting the powder damp or forgetting to load the powder all together - that's a sure way to not have the muzzleloader fire!  Of course I have been sworn to secrecy on who might have forgotten to put the powder in the barrel.


But actually the more humorous "muzzleloader malfunctions" seem to occur while in the treestand.  How do I know this - well, I hunt, right?  Take my hunt that involved my nice buck from this year.  I was already an absolute basket case after the shot when the realization started to set in on just how nice he really was.  So with shaking hands, I start to reload my muzzleloader and let me tell you, that combination doesn't work with a hoot.  Shaking hands and trying to put things in a small round hole just don't go together.  


Since we shoot pellets instead of loose powder we use speedloaders that hold three pellets, one bullet and one primer.  Of course I had a heck of a time lining the open end of the speedloader up with the end of the barrel and consequently, one of the pellets fell to the ground.  Crap......so, I pulled out another speedloader and finally got the muzzleloader loaded.  And then this past weekend, I again was trying to reload and let the aluminum ramrod slip onto the platform, making a loud clanking noise.  Great, every deer in the woods heard that! 


I know there are other scenarios that have occurred over the years but I think you get the point on just a few of the things that can go wrong.  No hunt or fishing outing would be complete without something happening that created just a bit of a challenge or somewhat of a funny situation.  Heck, that's why we keep going back, right?  My thoughts are if you can't laugh at yourself, than you're being way too serious and what fun is that??











