As many of you already know, deer season is well underway.  Since October 1st, the archery hunters have enjoyed deer hunting without the company of gun hunters but that came to an end this past weekend with the opening of firearms season.  Needless to say, we had a busy weekend at the store with checking in deer but it's the kind of busy that we thoroughly enjoy.  Not only do we have our check-in personnel in place to handle the state required check in process but we also try to make it a fun environment.  On opening weekend there's a state biologist on hand to age deer, we have plenty of good food available (that's why the state biologist likes to come to our check in station) and there's always lots of spirited conversation. You know hunters, they're similar to fishermen in that there's always the buck that slipped out of sight or got out of gun range, just like the fish that got away!  


Probably one of the most interesting features of the firearms season is the variety of bucks that are checked in during the two week period.   Indiana need not take a back seat to anyone as far as buck quality is concerned and White county certainly produces its share of nice bucks.  The rack on a buck is as individual as the buck himself and no set of antlers are the same.  You'll see bucks with nice, high tines; there will be bucks with a wide rack that extends way out past the ears and then there's bucks that have mass and character.  As a deer hunter, it's very easy to develop a preference for rack style.  I prefer racks that are fairly symmetrical on each side (easier said than done) and extend upward  with some tine length and mass rather than extending outward past the ears.    


When I say it's easier said than done, I'm referring to the nice buck I harvested during the 2009 late muzzleloader season.  He's a very beautiful deer, the mount of which adorns a wall at the store and while he's a quality 10 point buck, his rack lacks some of the uniformity I like on a deer.  I can clearly remember when I caught my first glimpse of this deer.  As he was approaching my stand all I could see was the left side of his rack and what I saw was  certainly enough for me to make the decision that this was a quality buck.   What I didn't know at the time was that the right side had the same amount of tines but it didn't match the left side.  However, he was a mature whitetail and certainly met "my" list of "must haves."  


I have not harvested a buck since the 2009 deer season but have had several opportunities. I'd like to think that the next mature buck I harvest will be of better quality than the last.  If you are a deer hunter, you certainly can appreciate that "it's easier said than done."  While I have seen some really nice bucks since then, they just didn't present me with the right opportunity for a clean shot.  As a matter of fact, John often teases me about the fact that I'm too picky and will usually say something along the lines of "What to you want, a bulls-eye painted on their sides?"  Well, that would be nice John!  No, all I want is to know that my shot will get the job done cleanly.


I've not had much opportunity to hunt yet this year but was able to join the masses on opening day.  I didn't get to see many deer and didn't have near the deer activity that I remember from last year but I did get to watch some deer move past my stand.  As a matter of fact, I had two younger, nine point bucks walk within 10 yards of my stand, not knowing I was even there.  It's such an awesome feeling to sit among Mother Nature and have the wildlife not even know you're there.  One of the bucks was such a beautiful deer with the beginnings of a  "Terri" kind of rack - nice and uniform with some tine length.  Ah, in a couple of years he should be a very beautiful whitetail and no doubt smarter than he was the other day.   But as we all know, "it's easier said than done" to set your sights on one particular whitetail.....all I can do is hope. 





























