You know, when you are a business owner there are facets of the business that totally irritate you and then there are the parts of being a business owner that make you feel really good about having the opportunity to educate customers about fishing and/or hunting. There is nothing more rewarding than when John and I can use our knowledge and expertise to help  customers become more successful in whatever they are pursuing.  And what's really nice is when those same customers actually stop back in the store to let us know that his/her outing was more enjoyable and successful because we took the time to educate them about a bait or tactic that had worked for us on a previous outing.


This past weekend the Purdue Bass Fishing Club held a tournament on Lake Shafer and several of the local tournament fishermen were asked to be the boat driver for the student.  Many of the drivers are John's competition when he fishes tournaments but that didn't stop a couple of guys from seeking out John's opinion on what they should do to possibly catch a limit of fish.  Talk about respect for John's abilities as a tournament fisherman and his knowledge of the lakes......I couldn't be more proud of how his peers seek out his advice.


So, as John often time does, he took off his business hat and donned his education hat,  showing the boat driver/tournament fisherman the baits we had been successfully using and describing the tactics that have worked for the past three to four weeks on Lake Shafer.  What a lot of people don't know about John is that he's very detailed about why he chooses a certain bait to catch bass at a given time of year.  He can describe in detail what the bottom contour is like on many portions of these two lakes, what the depth is and what kind of bait should work the best.  In other words, he takes a lot of the guess work out of what is most likely to work if the customer will just listen and try not to be smarter than John.


I was pleasantly surprised when the customer, now boat driver for the Purdue Bass Club came through the shop door around 5pm Saturday afternoon, asking for John who had been gone most of the afternoon, putting up deer stands and hadn't been back yet.  He wanted John to know that he and his student had both caught a limit of fish for a total weight of over 23 pounds, all being smallmouth bass.  Of course that was enough weight to win the tournament with second place being around 16 pounds. 


Not only had the customer incorporated some of John's techniques and baits but included some of his own that worked as well.  He fished one of the spots that John and he had talked about and when a respective bait "went dry", he utilized his own knowledge of the time of year and how fish feed up for winter to further the tournament cause.  By this point the livewells were getting full; so much so that he and his student partner had to take some time out to figure out which were the heaviest fish.  


During the course of weighing the fish, there was a slight miscommunication that could have very easily altered the outcome of the tournament for the winning team.  In comparing the weights of the fish, they had placed a purple tag on the one fish weighing the least with the driver's comment of "We need to get rid of the fish with the purple tag on it."  The next thing he heard was a splash and turned around to ask the student what that was.  The student replied that he had thrown the fish back in the water that had the purple tag on it!  Oh my -  I'm certain that John did not instruct either one of these guys to do that!  But all was good and they were able to take a limit to the scales at the end of the day.


Congratulations to the winning team and thank you for sharing your success story.  John and I are so pleased that we could be a part of your success, even if there was a small hiccup along the way!  

















 


 


