Just recently John & I had the opportunity to spend a nice afternoon on Lake Freeman, fishing for silvers.  Actually we were in the river section up above Bluewater Beach Park where the silver fishing at that time was very productive.  Not only was it a great afternoon on the water but we had the pleasure of sharing it with a good friend that loves to fish.  Julie does a lot of wading in different parts of the river fishing for silvers, walleye and smallmouth.   However, she fishes very little from a boat and we all thought it would be lots of fun to try our luck from the boat while showing Julie a slightly different technique for silver fishing that we've used successfully for a number of years.





The plans for a  fishing trip came about after Julie had come to see John & I one afternoon, discouraged that her "go to" bait was not producing the way she thought it should be.  When she told us where she was fishing, John and I immediately suggested she try a different set- up for silver fishing,  When fishing the river section in the springtime of the year, we prefer to use a deer hair jig with a weighted bobber.  The weighted bobber allows the fisherman to cast the very light weight jig with ease and allows for depth adjustment by simply sliding the bobber up or down the line.  This method of fishing for silvers is a great spring time technique, is widely used  by area fishermen and has been a proven technique year after year.  





Julie had not had much experience in fishing for silvers this way and was eager to try something different.  So John gave Julie a crash course in "silver fishing 101", got her rod rigged up with a deer hair jig and a weighted bobber and sent her on her way to fish the river.  It wasn't but a few hours later that Julie returned, just ecstatic about all the silvers she had caught since using the deer hair jig and weighted bobber.  Oh, and the other little secret about fishing for springtime silvers is that they really like a river minnow.  Tipping the jig with a river minnow can mean the difference between catching just a few silvers or leaving the water with a limit of silvers. 





Julie was like a kid in a candy shop when we mentioned taking her out in the boat so that she could fish in areas not accessible by wading.  She'd learned something new and was ready to put it into action.  We met at the ramp at Bluewater Beach Park on a sunny afternoon, launched the boat and headed upstream.  We stopped at our first favorite spot and John and I immediately put a couple of nice silvers in the boat.  The fishing action wasn't near what it had been the week before but that didn't stop any of us from casting our jigs of various colors and trying different spots.  Julie was a real trooper through it all and she eventually caught some silvers on her new found fishing method.  Of course, it goes without saying that she and I had some fun at John's expense too!





It would be safe to say that we probably did more laughing at each other than we actually did fishing.  But then that's what fishing is all about....it's about having fun and enjoying the company you're with.  Julie and I agreed that we are so fortunate to live in an area with two lakes to enjoy any time we want to.  And I'm fairly certain that Julie will not forget the effectiveness of the deer hair jig, especially in the spring of the year.














