When you're a fisherman, there's three (3) little words you need to pay attention to and no, it's not "I love you" - it's much more endearing than that and it's called "match the hatch."  Match the what you ask?  This time of year when we have lots of visiting fishermen, you will often hear John and I referring to "match the hatch" in our conversations with anglers wanting to increase their odds of having a more successful fishing day.  It doesn't matter what you are fishing for, it could be silvers, bass, crappie or bluegill but when you try to "match the hatch" that means you are using baits that closely resemble the forage the fish are feeding on.  In other words, use baits that best imitate the action and color of shad minnows or soft craws, as these are the main forage in our area lakes and rivers.  Fish cannot resist a tasty shad minnow which roam our lakes in big schools during the summer months or the super tasty crawdad.  And lets not forget the short time period when we have a May Fly hatch in progress!

With that said, here are some pointers to keep in mind along with some suggestions for baits to use when trying to "match the hatch."  The first thing that needs to be decided upon is which species of fish are you fishing for because that helps in deciding what type of bait to tie on the line.  Fishing for silvers is probably the most popular during this time of year so for the purposes of this week’s article, we will discuss baits better suited for catching silvers and wipers. However, that’s not to say these same baits won’t be effective for other species like largemouth, smallmouth or even walleye.

One excellent  bait choice for our area lakes when fishing for silvers or white bass is the 1/4 ounce Rat-L-Trap in either the chrome with black back or the chrome with blue back.  The Rat-L-Trap is a lipless crankbait that offers lots of versatility.  It can be fished effectively in shallow water areas by keeping the rod tip up while retrieving the bait or it can be used in deeper depths by letting the bait sink before starting the retrieve.  The movement of the bait and the flash given off resembles a shad minnow swimming erratically. This drives silvers and wipers wild so when you find fish feeding aggressively, get ready to set the hook and experience some fun fishing action!

Two (2) other proven baits to use when working schools of shad are the Little Cleo spoon and the Kastmaster spoon.  The Little Cleo spoon has a curvature appearance and is available is several sizes and colors.  The most popular colors for our lakes seem to be chrome, chrome and blue and gold and the more preferred sizes are ¼ and 1/3 ounce.  Its cousin, the Kastmaster spoon is totally opposite in appearance as it’s flat and has beveled edges.  It too is available is several colors with chrome, chrome and blue and gold being the most popular.  Both of these baits have been used on our lakes for eons, which is lots of years, and both produce flash and an erratic movement when casting them through schools of shad minnows. 

Another very effective bait that is opposite the Rat-L-Traps (remember, they are a lipless crankbait) are crankbaits that have short, square bills.  The short square bill on a crankbait means it can be casted and retrieved in shallow water areas such as flats and is dynamite when fished around brush, docks and piers.  It’s no secret that one of the most popular shallow water crankbaits  in our area are the Cotton Cordell Big O’s.   And it’s also no secret that the best two (2) colors are the brown craw color and the firetiger color.  These are a couple of my favorite baits as they can catch anything, anytime!  And if the smallmouth are feeding aggressively, hang onto the rod because they’re likely to jerk it out of your hand!

So girls, don’t be offended if the man if your life is a fisherman who says he has three little words for you.  “Match the hatch” can be just as important as “I love you.”  Right?

